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Kentucky Organization of Field Stations 

Field Station Meeting Minutes 

Hosted by WKU 

Held @ CRF’s Hamilton Valley 

February 23-24, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendees 

 

 
 

Friday, Feb 23, Evening 

 

The meeting kicked off with members gathering for pizza and drinks at the Cave Research 

Foundation’s Hamilton Valley. Fireside discussion focused on the topic of our state’s and 

respective institutions’ finances. The group also discussed how we maintain the viability of 

KOFS, and underscore the continued importance of field stations across our state.  

 

Saturday, Feb 24, Morning 

 

 

 

An early rise, plenty of hot coffee, and 

a quick breakfast energized us for the 

day. Overnighters were treated to a 

talk by Albert Meier, who provided an 

overview of the local ecoregion, as 

well as an overview of the function of 

WKU’s Green River Preserve.  

  

http://www.cave-research.org/index.php
http://www.cave-research.org/index.php
https://www.epa.gov/eco-research/ecoregion-download-files-state-region-4#pane-15
https://www.wku.edu/greenriver/
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Saturday, Feb 24, Morning (Continued) 

 
Thereafter the ramblers started rambling, leaving Hamilton Valley for the Green River Preserve. 

The tour of local facilities and subsequent hike was rewarding, despite mud and wet conditions! 
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Afterwards, KOFS members reconvened at Hamilton Valley and jumped into the rest of our 

agenda. The meeting was led by Yanoviak and Durtsche, with the latter attending remotely via 

Skype. We began the meeting proper with an intro by Durtsche, followed by speed talks about 

stations. Updates were offered by Durtsche, then Strong and Richter, then James, then White, 

then Yanoviak, then Meade, then Ellingson. Items / dates were as follows:  

 

 NKU Research and Education Field Station / St. Anne Woods and Wetlands is staying 

busy with continued programming. 

 EKU’s Grant-in-Aid Program is accepting proposals from EKU and non-EKU students 

through April 2nd 

 EKU’s Field Camp at Lilley Cornett Woods is slated for June 4th through 6th. Email 

stephen.richter@eku.edu for more info. 

 Floracliff acquired 59 acres this past year! 

 The Central Bluegrass Butterfly Count is slated for Saturday, June 30th. Email 

info@floracliff.org for more info.  

 Murray’s Hancock Biological Field Station is booked nigh continuous from March 

onward.  

 The ‘Covell’ butterfly count at Horner Wildlife Refuge is slated for the end of July / first bit 

of August this year. Contact steve.yanoviak@louisville.edu for more info. 

 The University of Kentucky’s Arboretum is working on new landscape management plan 

materials, and Ellingson indicated an upcoming effort / focus on adult education to 

accent programming associated with the children’s garden. 

 The University of Pikeville attended as a ‘sponge,’ with the intention of picking up info 

about coordinating activities at their site. Please share suggestions and assist this group! 

 

From there, Durtsche reviewed the charges of standing committees (to set the stage for 

discussion after lunch). The research committee is to serve as a clearinghouse for ideas on 

research networking across KOFS sites. The education committee is to encourage university 

courses to visit us use various host stations. The outreach committee’s goal is to engage the 

community and K-12 students in outdoor-based activities that could extend among KOFS sites.  

Finally, the partners committee is to encourage and expand partner participation in KOFS. 

 

Thereafter we moved a discussion of outreach initiatives and collaboration, with a principal 

focus on how KOFS might integrate into a Kentucky-focused Master Naturalist Program 

(KYMN). As Durtsche summarized, Master Naturalists are trained to be stewards of our natural 

environment and to teach these skills to others. Generally, enrollees in these types of programs 

receive many hours of classroom and field instruction to be certified. Master Naturalists are also 

expected to complete a number of hours of volunteer service (e.g., at a field station). Kentucky 

is one of only 5 states that is missing such a program! 

 

Our guest for this meeting was Agouridis, representing the efforts of the University of Kentucky’s 

extension program to establish such a program. Funding for the development of the KYMN 

https://www.nku.edu/refs.html
http://naturalareas.eku.edu/student-grant-aid-program
mailto:stephen.richter@eku.edu
http://floracliff.org/miscdocs/TrailsEndPressRelease2017.pdf
mailto:info@floracliff.org
http://www.murraystate.edu/qacd/cos/hbs/hbs.htm
mailto:steve.yanoviak@louisville.edu
https://arboretum.ca.uky.edu/gardens/childrens
https://extension.ca.uky.edu/
https://extension.ca.uky.edu/
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program was provided by a University of Kentucky Sustainability Challenge Grant. The KYMN 

program has four objectives for the next year: 1) develop the KYMN text and curriculum, 2) 

develop a KYMN website and media presence, 3) train two cohorts for KYMNs (one consisting 

of UK students, one consisting of the public), and 4) develop a statewide network for the KYMN 

program. The central framework for this KYMN plan UK plan is to offer this as a 4 credit hour 

experiential course within the NRES degree. Suggestions from KOFS were varied, but 

discussion centered on determining how this program at UK could dovetail with existing, topical 

programs offered at field stations (e.g., Floracliff’s series), and serve as a framework for similar 

accreditation at other academic institutions, all unified under a single program. After this, we had 

a nice lunch, with folks reviewing the posters on display from the Price and Yanoviak labs. 

 

Saturday, Feb 24, Afternoon 

 

Following lunch, we had a short series of research presentations from the Yanoviak Lab. One 

talk centered on Riley Kneale’s wood decomposition study, which has to date been focused 

at Bernheim Forest. For this research, Riley et al. have put together an elegant methodology 

wherein cheap wood blocks can be deployed in a variety of arrangements related to ground 

contact. This provides a cheap, standardized approach for assessing decomposition rates. For 

the other talk, Daniella Prince provided an update about efforts to bait ants on tree trunks. A 

big thanks to the 5 field stations that have contributed to date! While there is a need for buy-in 

from the westerly and easterly field stations in our state, there is still an open invitation to help 

again this year (even if you helped last year). Beyond the diversity data being afforded by these 

efforts, it was noted this study could also serve as a useful technique for surveying for Asian 

needle ant. Even if you helped last year, you can help again this coming field season! 

 

Following the research presentations, the group turned our attention towards the future of the 
KOFS Steering Committee and Chairs of Standing Committees, seeking nominations for 
upcoming positions. We will seek volunteers for each position from the membership via the 
email listserv, but we also took volunteers at the meeting: 
 

 President Elect – no nominations from the floor 

 Secretary – no nominations from the floor 

 Communications/Web – no nominations from the floor 

 Member at Large – Susan Hendricks and Beverly James, both self-nominated 

 Research Committee Chair – Albert Meier self-nominated 

 Education Committee Chair – no nominations from the floor 

 Outreach Committee Chair – no nominations from the floor 

 Partners Committee Chair – Stephen Richter self-nominated at previous meeting. 

 Student Member at Large – these new positions were proposed from the floor and a vote 
by the KOFS body was unanimously in favor of including two student positions on the 
steering committee. Discussion regarding term length ultimately resulted in a decision to 
limit these positions to 1-year terms to better suit the duration of time that might be spent 
while pursuing a degree. Nominations from the floor included Daniella Price from the 
University of Louisville (in attendance, accepted nomination) and Courtney Hayes from 
Eastern Kentucky University (not in attendance, but accepted nomination after the fact 
before publication of the minutes to the meeting).  

http://floracliff.org/events.html
http://pricelab.ca.uky.edu/
https://louisville.edu/biology/faculty/yanoviak
https://bernheim.org/
https://entomology.ces.ncsu.edu/asian-needle-ant/
https://entomology.ces.ncsu.edu/asian-needle-ant/
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Given the relatively small number of folks at the meeting, it didn’t seem that breakout groups 
would be feasible to discuss the future initiatives and membership of standing committees, 
so we decided to discuss this as a group. The volunteers outlined at the meeting included: 
 

 Research Committee –Meier, White, Yanoviak 

 Education Committee – Dodd, Lorentz (nominated by group at large), and a suggestion 
from Richter that this group could/should draft a ‘canned’ letter for KOFS that would spell 
out the merit of field stations for educational use.  

 Outreach Committee – Ellingson, James, Jennifer Hubbard-Sanchez (from KY State 
Univ., self-nominated via email preceding meeting), and Durtsche 

 Partners Committee – Abernathy, Richter 
 
Following this outlining of committee membership, attendance at the meeting declined (i.e., folks 
needed to head out to get home by evening). To close out the meeting, the remainder of 
attendees heard a brief summary of the Dodd lab’s efforts to assess bat activity in relation to the 
past summer’s solar eclipse across. Thereafter, final discussion centered on the necessity of 
data management plans (DMPS) as a component of KOFS standard operating procedures. 
Durtsche summarized some of his independent research on this topic to date, emphasizing: 

 DMPs are easier and cheaper ways to handle data, improve standings, and meet 
funding requirements. A variety of handouts relating to the topic are on file within the 
KOFS Dropbox folder. 

 There is an Environmental Data Initiative workshop on June 5-7, 2018, wherein we might 
learn how to document data using Ecological Metadata Language (EML) and learn basic 
tools for preparing a dataset to archive in the EDI Data Repository. 6 slots left. White 
indicated a representative at Murray State University might be interested in participating.  

 

Clean-up and conclusions thereafter were swift; the meeting adjourned at ca. 3:00 pm CST! 

 

 

https://doddlab.wordpress.com/
https://environmentaldatainitiative.org/

