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#14- Raven Run Nature Sanctuary 

 
Location: 37°53'17.1"N 84°23'57.3"W, approximately 23.33 km southeast of downtown Lexington, KY.  
Area: 297.039 hectares    
Ecoregion: Bluegrass Region/Interior Plateau 
 
History & Context: The original nature preserve was situated on 256 acres in 1977. Through multiple land 
additions, Raven Run is now the largest city park in Lexington at 734 acres. Three distinct historic 
structures can be found including Evans Mill, a grist mill built on a rock ledge and vertical cliff in the mid 
1830’s. It ceased operation by 1850 due to roller or steam mills found in more accessible locations. The 
Prather house, finished in 1812, is an early 19th century farmstead owned by First Sergeant Baruch 
Prather, a former Revolutionary War solider. The final structure is an old turn of the century limekiln which 
was used for making quick lime for mortar, white wash, and other uses. There are more than 5 miles of 
historic dry stone fences in the preserve as well. 
 
Owner/Administrator: Lexington Fayette Urban County Government, Parks and Recreation, Division of 
Natural Areas 
 
Website / Facebook / Twitter: https://www.lexingtonky.gov/raven-run-nature-sanctuary; 
www.ravenrun.org; Facebook: Raven Run Nature Sanctuary 
 
Infrastructure: Raven Run contains an interpretive visitor center, educational classroom, and over 10 
miles of hiking trails, providing access to streams, meadows, and woodlands characteristic of the area. The 
park hosts more than 55, 000 visitors per year and conducts over 75 public education programs annually. 
 
Terrestrial Habitats:  The area is forested with two primary forest types, calcareous mesic and sub-
mesic.  Dominant species found include sugar maple, Shumard and chinquapin oaks, bitternut and 
mockernut hickory, black walnut, black cherry, Ohio buckeye, and American elm. Other communities 
include dense cedar thickets and open meadows planted with native forbs and warm season grasses. 
 
Aquatic Habitats: Creeks, wetlands, and ponds can be found throughout Raven Run, as well as the 
Kentucky River, which provides essential migration routes for native flora and fauna including many 
species of amphibians, reptiles, and fish. 
 
Biota: Raven Run is known for its outstanding spring wildflower display and has one of the best stands of 
Blue-eyed Marys in the entire state. More than 650 species of plants have been observed in addition to 207 
birds, 25 amphibians, 21 reptiles, 10 fish, over 40 mammals, 26 land snails, and 60 species of butterflies. 
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